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own will, and without too much judgment. She
was also a woman suffering, like all Henry's
children, from bad health and dying early;
a woman who was thoroughly representative
in her religion of the bulk of the nation, and yet
who was somewhat out of touch with the spirit
of the nation in important matters, such as that
of her Spanish marriage. It is further true that
had she lived a few years longer England would
probably be Catholic to-day, and had she had a
child England would certainly be Catholic to-day.
For the English people had always loved her and
always regarded her as their true Queen and would
not have tolerated the rivalry of anyone against her
descendants.
Mary Tudor was born in 1516, on February
18, when Henry and his wife Catherine of Aragon
had been happily married for less than seven
years, when the young King was still devoted
to his wife and when everything was going
well.
Queen Catherine had had great misfortunes
in the matter of childbirth; children stillborn or
dying immediately after birth, and one or two
miscarriages. When therefore it was seen that
the child would survive it was a matter of great
rejoicing to the King and to the whole nation,
of which she became a sort of idol. Henry hoped
of course, for a male heir, but as none came he and